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Good temper is another striking quality of Bernard
Shaw's. Probably no one has fought more fights than he
and lost his temper so seldom. Always he gives the
impression of being furious with the fault and on the
friendliest and most sympathetic terms with the offender.
As J. B. Priestley well says: 'The blows rain down on us,
but we never bleed. Somewhere behind the abrupt attack
is a smiling magnanimity, just as behind the hammering
and slashing style there is a voice that is enchanting in
private talk and irresistible on the platform/ Rumpuses
are such a waste of energy and time; except, of course, on
paper, when a furious onslaught may do a great amount of
good, and produce a conversion and incidentally fine prose.
But such an onslaught will always be about some idea rather
than about anything personal. As regards Shaw's own
feelings, they are expressed when he makes Julius Caesar
cry out: 'Resent! Oh thou foolish Egyptian, what have
I to do with resentment?'
Good temper is the outcome of one of two causes: serenity
of outlook, or innate laziness that cannot be bothered to
lose its temper; and Shaw, or G. B. S., as he is often called
in a commingling of affection and respect, is not lazy. His
serenity, on the other hand, radiates from him in a kind of
mental glow, warming and lighting his every activity.
Because of it, he acts on those he meets like a spiritual
needle-bath with a thousand jets, or like the sunshine he is
always advocating. Even meeting him on the talkies is a
tonic. In advertisements we see pictures of people who
are paid to say that they are serene and bursting with life
because they have eaten a certain food or drunk a certain
drink; this kind of serenity, however, induced from without
by calories or vitamins, is not Shaw's kind. His is from
within, and is the cause rather than the result of his sur-
prising health. His vegetarian diet never produced his
serenity: the serenity was already there5 and persuaded him
to the vegetarian diet. Derived in this way, inwardly, this
quality never wears out and serves its owner in all manner
of ways, enabling him to remain imperturbable master of
all situations, unruffled and unembarrassed. For example,
as he stood on the stage before an enthusiastically applauding